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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KUWAIT 03482 I0I357Z 
ACTION NEA- II 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-IO 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-I5 ICA-20 
10-14 HA-05 /095 W 

023311 111651Z/40 

R 101341Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1185 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

UNCLAS KUWAIT 3482 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV 

SUBJ: KUWAITI NEWSPAPER SUSPENDED FOR ATTACK ON SADAT 
REF: (A) 77 KUWAIT 7177, (B) 77 KUWAIT 7227. 

1 . KUWAIT WEEKLY PAPER AL-HADAF (WEEKEND EDITION OF DAILY 
AL-WATAN) WAS SUSPENDED BY GOVERNMENT ORDER FOR FOUR WEEKS 
ON JUNE 8. THE SUSPENSION WAS IN RESPONSE TO A COLUMN HEADED 
"PHARAOH," WHICH WAS A CLEAR ATTACK ON PRES. SADAT AS AN 
"IGNORANT, RUTHLESS" TYRANT, BUT WHICH AVOIDED NAMING SADAT. 

THE WRITER WAS ABDULLAH AL-NAFISI, CHAIRMAN OF POLITICAL 
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT AT KUWAIT UNIVERSITY, AN OUTSPOKEN ACTIVIST. 

2. COMMENT: THIS SUSPENSION WAS THE LATEST OF SEVERAL WHICH 
HAVE OCCURRED IN RESPONSE TO LOCALLY PUBLISHED ATTACKS ON 
PRES. SADAT IN LAST SIX MONTHS (REFTELS). LIKE PREVIOUS 
SUSPENSIONS, THIS ONE REFLECTS CONTINUED GOK DESIRE THAT THE 
KUWAIT PRESS AVOID GIVING OFFENSE TO FOREIGN LEADERS, IN LINE 
WITH A PROVISION OF STATUTORY RESTRICTION ON PRESS CONTENT. 
SUTHERLAND 
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